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Sd‘ﬁﬂependmee. A novel. In 3 vols. [London : T. C, Newby, 1849.
*! Self-Dependence’” is a novel, with the incidents of a melodrama
and the improbabilities of a romance ; yet withal it is not unattractive
reading. The plot turns upon the fate of & certain Edward Mortimer,
who 18 accused and convicted, too, of having murdered his friend, a
Mr. Dormer, for the purpose of plunder. Dormer had been uncom-
monly successful at a gaming-house one night ; amd Mortimer was not
slone seem in the room, in a sort of disguise, but seen also armed
=1th a brace of pistols. Subsequently Dormer waa found dead in the ad-
lacant street; and Mortimer wasseized by the police in close proximity to
the body—his clothes stained with blood, and, worse than all, a roll of
Lank nates, the winnings of the ill-futed deceaged, in his poasession.

The result of the trial is, sentence of desth, which is commuted to
trunsportation for life to Norfoik [slund ; though why such commuta-
Lion should have taken place in by no means obvious. Edward is,
however, innocent, the reader is informed in the outset; and with lesa
anctorial artifice than the writer might obtain credit for, the finger of
Suspicion is pointed at the very ontset of the tale to the real murderer—
a rorelgne_r.of course, us Englishmen are never supposed, at least in
. true British novels,” to be capable of committing any great crime.
The voyage of the canvict in full of adventure. He ia koown by the
mauter of the convict-ship, who, on this occasion, is transformed inta
an officer of the navy ; and from him receives kindness and as much
relaxation of penal diacigl'me as is possible. The accidents they en-
counter in the course of their navigation bind them but the more closely
tagether. The captain is hurt by getting foul of another ship in a dark
night, and he is uttende_d by Edward ; a successful mutiny of the con-
victs deprives him of his ship, snd turns him adrift on the bosom of the
ocean, but Edward is still his friend and his brother. A variety of
eveals supervene, such as the eaplure of twoslavers—the wecidenia! recognition
of one ~f the 1nutineers on board of an Amierican vessel—the communication
of the plans bt the conviet erew through 1his channrl—and Baally the recovery
af the nhatracted ship. At the moment of [ts recovery, Bowever, the Coprain is
slain in the cat fl ct, and cousigned 1n the ' desp,’” amlur fashion, wills bis
standing rigging, and** =l tiie bonours®’ ef his dangersus cccupation.

In the uesuwiile Matilde Goilfrey, the betrotled of K {ward Moctamer, be-
Leving implicitly in bis innaceoce, Tehves no stone unluined te secure its Jegal
praof; and in this object she in singularly aided by accident and the exiraorsii-
aary gaod will af every person with shom she comes inlo ecotaci—io say
nothing ot 1he influence of her wealth upon the feeiings o1 her accidental
friends ani casuval scqouintances, which muet 2ot be aet down ue ivcooside-
table. The rewl murderer is_tracked frein post to pillar, from country 10
countey of the conumeat of Earope. ile is a young Swiss or Frenchman,
naciend Btienne Legeaid ; but be bas na mnany alis-es, as & maiter af gourse,
as no experienced pickpocket—aometimea the Connt Trapavi, sometinies 1he
Baron Tuuder ten Tronck, soneliaies the Dora de Devildose, aud sn on. Hu
adventires form tbhe most melo-deamatic portion of the work; but s the
phrase runs, ' they-are tou numerous te Siention.” He ig garbler, mur-
derer, furger, anid Urigand—wearse than Mrs. Mulnprop’s Cerberua—'* three
nnzle zentlemen rolied into one®*  lie it iv who hiad jed poor Durnier on o
e untituely end ; he it is wha hne braken half the gambling * banks’’ of
Lurrpe, und who, nevertheless, in Dimeell ** & brokem man;” he it is who has
forzed B will 10 deprive a virtious widew of rhe praperty devised and be.
queathed to h-r by his brotber: he it in, in & wosd, who heads agang 6f 1uleves
18 the fastursnes of the Apennines,and alays and robs sll Guwary prascngers,
eapecinlly neh ielanders. Bletied, bowever, by the unerring jusdgment of
Matilids, ang bampered ia sl his movewents by 1he ipscrulable plana of Provi-
dence, who geaerally seems, in novels, to prefer a rosndabout way of pro-
cerding to p plain, straizht-foreard couras, be eventually falle g victim, aud,
before bie deatls, discovers ati his villany. ?

The discovery ta promptly mmsde known to the authorities in this country,
and E Iwar is relessed from bie iwprisonment free from stain-—pay, uiore, in
consideration of Lis bravery, in recovering the cunvict ship and 1o capturing
the alavere, Lie is created m baroset. Need ic be eaid thet he snd thé feir Yatiida
are socn * made one.” In fact all the characlers in the atary are provided
with wives and husbands, a9 the case may be. And when the wicked bave
censrd from tronblmg—either by thrir eonversion to wirtue or their removal
from thisa world—aud the weary are at resr, the curtein falls and the novel closes,
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